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Report on Alternative to animal testing at the Food and Drug Safety Center, Japan

Hajime Kojima, Senior Research Advisor, Food and Drug Safety Center (FDSC)
Mika Watanabe, Director, Quality Assurance Unit, FDSC

The Hatano Research Institute, Food and Drug Safety Center (FDSC) is a pioneer institute for

alternatives to animal testing in Japan. Several alternative methods have been developed and

validated by researchers at this center that are consistent with international test guidelines such

as the Japanese Pharmacopoeia, Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD),

and International Council for Harmonisation of Technical Requirements for Pharmaceuticals for
Human Use (ICH). The FDSC has supported the activities of the Japanese Society for Alternatives
to Animal Experiments (JSAAE) both financially and in terms of human resources. The FDSC
has also assisted the Japanese Center for the Validation of Alternative Methods (JaCVAM) with

validation studies and in the peer review process.

We believe that the FDSC makes an extremely important contribution to the spread and

development of alternative test methods in Japan.
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